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new dialect is a 501(c)3 nonprofit contemporary dance collective 
founded in 2012 by Juilliard-trained artistic director and 

choreographer Banning Bouldin. 

Banning formed New Dialect in response to Nashville’s need for a contemporary 
dance company capable of allowing dancers, students, teaching artists, 
choreographers, and audiences the opportunity to explore the wide variety of 
groundbreaking movement vocabularies that exist in the world of 21st Century dance.  

Our collective now consists of a main performance company, a faculty of teaching 
artists, a research lab for visiting choreographers, and a roster of master teachers from 
around the world. We offer daily classes in a variety of movement languages and 
perform on a regular basis in theaters, galleries, and public spaces. 



We are dedicated  
to the artistic 
development  

of today’s  
dancers,  

teaching artists,  
and  

choreographers. 

Our goal is to raise 
awareness of contemporary 

dance by enriching 
communities with high-
quality workshops and 

performances that connect 
people of all social 

backgrounds, cultures, and 
generations more deeply 
with themselves and each 

other. new
 dia

lect



Banning Bouldin 
Artistic Director

Banning is a Nashville native, who received her BFA in dance from The Juilliard School in 2002. She spent 
the first eight years of her career working internationally with some of her field’s most renowned 
companies, dancers, and choreographers: The Cullberg Ballet of Sweden, Mats Ek, Johan Inger, Hubbard 
Street 2, Lar Lubovitch Dance Company, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Alexander Ekman, Buglisi/Foreman Dance, 
Wen Wei Wang, and others. 

She was a soloist, master teacher, and rehearsal assistant during her tenure with Aszure Barton and Artists 
from 2003-2010. In 2007 she joined Rumpus Room Dance, based both in Portland, Oregon and Goteborg, 
Sweden, where she had the opportunity to co-create and perform multiple site-specific dance works. She 
and her Rumpus Room colleagues were nominated one of Dance Magazine’s “25 to Watch” in 2010.  

That year, Bouldin returned to Nashville and in 2012 founded New Dialect. In 2014, New Dialect was 
named Nashville’s Best New Dance Company and Bouldin, herself, was honored with the Tennessee Dance 
Association’s Margaret Martin Award for her outstanding contributions to further the public image and 
accessibility of dance in Tennessee.  

She has been commissioned to create work for the Nashville Ballet, Visceral Dance Chicago, Intersection, 
Springboard Danse Montreal, and Northwest Dance Project. 



REPERTORY

A duet choreographed by  
Banning Bouldin and Ana Maria Lucaciu.  

Score:  Lev “LJOVA” Zhurbin's "Emin"  
for solo violin and looper 

LJOVA's original composition provides the 
backdrop for Lucaciu and Bouldin as they 
carry on a playful and intricate 
conversation that explores their mutual 
interest and suspicion of one another.  

At times the dancers break from 
"performing" and engage in a vocal and 
gestural meta-dialogue about their 
performance, as though the work is not 
yet finished and they are creating the 
latter half as they perform it.  

The duet concludes as the lights fade to 
black and LJOVA's multi-channeled 
composition swells to an empassioned 
frenzy before subduing into a consistent, 
lingering pulse.  

EMIN



FIGHT / FLIGHT 
For her series entitled Coupling,  New York-based artist Emily Clayton photographed herself 
literally crawling inside her paintings, an act she calls "physical intervention." After seeing the 
series, Banning Bouldin and the dancers of New Dialect embarked on a collaboration with 
Clayton, in which they took the parameters that informed Clayton's studio research—disruption, 
invasion, and modes of dependance—and implemented them into their own choreographic 
research of physical partnerships.    

With the help of Clayton, the collective recorded a series of site-specific films in which the dancers 
were paired off and asked to engage forcibly with their partners. This process quickly brought to 
the surface the dancers’ instincts to defend themselves, calling to mind one’s inherent tendency to 
either flight or flee from threatening or uncomfortable situations. Acknowledging these 
emotionally driven physical responses, through observation, dialogue, and deeper movement 
research, enabled each artist to move beyond their instinctual limitations, and in turn, fostered 
trust and eventually greater risk within the dancers' couplings. 

This collaborative research evolved into  a 25-minute contemporary dance work, in which each 
participant is actively engaged in the process of embracing their vulnerability as they respond to 
the Fight/Flight impulse.  

REPERTORY



MURMURATION  
This ensemble work was commissioned by INTERSECTION and debuted in the Spring of 2015.  
Score: Sofia Gubaidulina’s “Concordanza” 
  
“Upon first listen," Banning says, "the enormity of "Concordanza" was intimidating, which is why 
I chose it. The rich moments of the transcendental harmony juxtaposed by the sometimes 
abrasive outbursts and unpredictable shifts and swells in the music put me in mind of the 
murmurations of starlings—the way hundreds of creatures take flight to form liquidlike masses 
that morph in shape and size as they travel in near perfect harmony, seemingly of one mind.  

And yet these same birds, when alone or in smaller groupings, possess a playful erraticism of 
sharp and delicate movements that provide a marvelous contrast to the fluidity of the mass 
formations.  

These images became the point of departure for my choreographic process—not to create a 
dance “about” birds, but rather to take what we observe of their nature and use it to interpret 
the vast landscape of “Concordanza.’” 

REPERTORY



PROFESSIONAL  
TRAINING

Master Class Series  

Dancers in our community 
have the opportunity to 
experience a broad range of 
contemporary dance 
languages through workshops 
led by internationally 
recognized teachers and 
choreographers.

Professional Training 

Through our daily 
professional development 
classes advanced dancers 
gain the tools they need 
to pursue a career in the 
field of contemporary 
dance.



COMMUNITY CLASSES

We offer classes designed specifically for men and women 
with no previous dance experience and movers of all levels 
ages 14+. Workshops in Feldenkrais, Gaga/People, 
Alexander Technique, Contact Improvisation, Kinesiology 
and Dancing into Self-Integration allow participants to 
experience the emotionally and physically healing properties 
of dance that strengthen our bodies, sharpen our minds, and 
connect us more deeply to ourselves and each other.



2015 HIGHLIGHTS 
An Evening with VORTEX percussion 
Ingram Hall 
March 15 

Transfiguration: a collaboration with INTERSECTION 
The Platform 
March 26  

Guest Artist: Peter Chu & Ana Maria Lucaciu 
Master Classes & Choreographic Residency  
April 6 - 17  

Installation of Trisha Brown’s Planes 
in partnership with Zeitgeist Gallery & OZ Arts 
Saturdays in May  

Guest Artist: Alex Ketley & The Foundry 
New Creation & Rooftop Performance 
August 3-15 

Guest Artist: Bryan Arias 
New Creation + Film Production 
October 20-29 

2014 HIGHLIGHTS 
Inaugural performance at OZ Arts Nashville 
August 21 

Fight/Flight at TEDxNashvilleSalon 
October 28  

Turns to Blue at Frist Center for the Visual Arts 
November 16 

INCORPOREUS with Belinda McGuire at Houston Station 
December 10 


