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new dialect is a contemporary dance collective founded in 2012  
by Juilliard-trained artistic director and choreographer 

Banning Bouldin. 

Banning formed New Dialect in response to Nashville’s need for a contemporary 
dance company capable of allowing dancers, students, teaching artists, 
choreographers, and audiences the opportunity to explore the wide variety of 
groundbreaking movement vocabularies that exist in the world of 21st Century dance.  

Our collective now consists of a main performance company, a faculty of teaching 
artists, a research lab for visiting choreographers, and a roster of master teachers from 
around the world. We offer daily classes in a variety of movement languages and 
perform on a regular basis in theaters, galleries, and public spaces. 



We are dedicated  
to the artistic 
development  

of today’s  
dancers,  

teaching artists,  
and  

choreographers. 

Our goal is to raise awareness 
of contemporary dance by 
enriching communities with 
high-quality workshops and 
performances that connect 
p e o p l e o f a l l s o c i a l 
backgrounds, cultures, and 
generations more deeply with 
themselves and each other. new
 dia

lect



Banning Bouldin 
Artistic Director

Banning is a Nashville native, who received her BFA in dance from The Juilliard School in 2002. She spent 
the first eight years of her career working internationally with some of her field’s most renowned 
companies, dancers, and choreographers: The Cullberg Ballet of Sweden, Mats Ek, Johan Inger, Hubbard 
Street 2, Lar Lubovitch Dance Company, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Alexander Ekman, Buglisi/Foreman Dance, 
Wen Wei Wang, and others. 

She was a soloist, master teacher, and rehearsal assistant during her tenure with Aszure Barton and Artists 
from 2003-2010. In 2007 she joined Rumpus Room Dance, based both in Portland, Oregon and Goteborg, 
Sweden, where she had the opportunity to co-create and perform multiple site-specific dance works. She 
and her Rumpus Room colleagues were nominated one of Dance Magazine’s “25 to Watch” in 2010.  

That year, Bouldin returned to Nashville and in 2012 founded New Dialect. In 2014, New Dialect was 
named Nashville’s Best New Dance Company and Bouldin, herself, was honored with the Tennessee Dance 
Association’s Margaret Martin Award for her outstanding contributions to further the public image and 
accessibility of dance in Tennessee.  

She has been commissioned to create work for the Nashville Ballet, Visceral Dance Chicago, and 
Springboard Danse Montreal.



REPERTORY

new dialect’s evening-length work 
MultiLingual ends with a duet created 
and danced by Ana Maria Lucaciu and 
Banning Bouldin. The piece is set to live, 
original music by Lev “LJOVA” Zhurbin,  
a Russian-born, Juilliard-trained violinist 
who has arranged works for the Kronos 
Quartet, Yo-Yo Ma, and Jay-Z. Praised by 
the New York Times as, "strikingly original 
and soulful," LJOVA's new score provides 
a passionate soundscape for Lucaciu and 
Bouldin as they carry on a playful and 
intricate conversation with their bodies. 

EMIN VARIATIONS



FIGHT / FLIGHT 

For her series entitled Coupling,  New York-based artist Emily Clayton photographed herself 
literally crawling inside her paintings, an act she calls "physical intervention." After seeing the 
series, Banning Bouldin and the dancers of New Dialect embarked on a collaboration with 
Clayton, in which they took the parameters that informed Clayton's studio research—disruption, 
invasion, and modes of dependance—and implemented them into their own choreographic 
research of physical partnerships.    

With the help of Clayton, the collective recorded a series of site-specific films in which the dancers 
were paired off and asked to engage forcibly with their partners. This process quickly brought to 
the surface the dancers’ instincts to defend themselves, calling to mind one’s inherent tendency to 
either flight or flee from threatening or uncomfortable situations. Acknowledging these 
emotionally driven physical responses, through observation, dialogue, and deeper movement 
research, enabled each artist to move beyond their instinctual limitations, and in turn, fostered 
trust and eventually greater risk within the dancers' couplings. 

This collaborative research evolved into  a 25-minute contemporary dance work, in which each 
participant is actively engaged in the process of embracing their vulnerability as they respond to 
the Fight/Flight impulse.  

REPERTORY



PROFESSIONAL  
TRAINING

Master Class Series  

Dancers in our community 
have the opportunity to 
experience a broad range of 
contemporary dance 
languages through workshops 
led by internationally 
recognized teachers and 
choreographers.

Contemporary Cross 
Training Series  

Through our daily 
professional development 
classes advanced dancers 
gain the tools they need 
to pursue a career in the 
field of contemporary 
dance.



COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

We offer classes designed specifically for men and women 
with no previous dance experience and movers of all levels 
ages 14+. Workshops in Gaga/People, Alexander 
Technique, Contact Improvisation, Kinesiology and 
Dancing into Self-Integration allow participants to 
experience the emotionally and physically healing properties 
of dance that strengthen our bodies, sharpen our minds, and 
connect us more deeply to ourselves and each other.



2015 CALENDAR

An Evening with VORTEX percussion 
Sunday, March 15 
7:00 pm 
Ingram Hall 

Transfiguration 
a collaboration with INTERSECTION 
Thursday, March 26 
7:30 pm 
The Platform 

Guest Artist: Peter Chu 
Master Classes & Choreographic Residency  
Apr 6 - 10  

Guest Artist: Ana Maria Lucaciu 
Master Classes & Choreographic Residency  
Apr 13 - 17 

Trisha Brown Installation 
Saturdays in May  
Zeitgeist Gallery 

Guest Artist: Alex Ketley  
Master Classes & Choreographic Residency 
Aug 3 - 14 


